
What’s been happening in school? 

As always, a busy couple of weeks at school! We have seen more sporting events take place with the 

Brownlee Triathlon in Mold for our Y5/6 pupils, as well as the Panathlon Kurling competition in Deeside! 

The foundation phase had a really exciting trip to the Blue Planet Aquarium too—a wonderful day and a 

fantastic experience, especially as we have been looking at environmental topics in school this term. We 

have also had the RNLI visit school, teaching us all about water safety too! In other news, we have been 

accepted as one of the Tesco Stronger Starts candidates for our Sensory Room redevelopment, as well 

as having our allotment redevelopment take place following a successful grant application with Keep 

Wales Tidy! Our new friend Huw has been in school redeveloping 

the area, helped out by our gardening club and eco-team too. Fur-

thermore, we’ve had a grant from the Thomas Howell Educational 

Fund, which was given to us to use on reading books. Consequent-

ly, we’ve been able to purchase new phonics books for our young-

est children, as well as set aside an amount for an updated reading 

spine for our older pupils, too. Please see overleaf to see what we 

have been able to purchase so far!  In other news, a huge llongy-

farchiadau  and  bendigedig to four of our Year 4 pupils, who have been selected as finalists in the Cli-

mate Challenge Cymru competition! The pupils in Year 4 worked in teams to produce a piece of work all 

about climate change, and out of all the schools in Wales who participated, and the hundreds of entries, 

one of our Year 4 teams has been selected as a finalist! The children in the finalists group, led by Mr 

Richardson, will be heading down to Cardiff to meet with the other finalists. It promises to be an ex-

citing and amazing day, although the 6am train will be a very sleepy start for everyone attending! Thank 

you to Mr Richardson, Mrs Evans and Mrs Jones for supporting  the children in their projects and for 

sourcing this amazing opportunity. 

Last but not least, our KS2 children have been busy making props, learning dances, rehearsing lines and 

getting into character for our KS2 production of Star Warts: The Umpire Strikes Back, which will be tak-

ing place in a couple of weeks! Never a dull moment at Carmel! 

National College Newsletter 

Attached is a newsletter from the National College—this newsletter is released on Wednesdays and 

contains really useful information for parents and schools. This edition focusses on Emojis. Emojis are 

often used as a coded language that young people use to express identity, humour and emotion. With-

out context, they can easily be misunderstood by adults, leading to confusion or missed signals. Some 

emojis may even mask risky behaviours or emotional struggles.  



Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 

From September, Ysgol Bro Carmel will be adopting the Little 

Wandle Letters and Sounds phonics scheme. Little Wandle is 

based on the Letters and Sounds guidance, which is the phonics 

progression we have been using for a number of years at the 

school.  The primary benefit is that it ties closely to Letters and 

Sounds, which we currently use at school. Little Wandle has a 

low-cost subscription model, although this is balanced out by a high-cost start-up investment which 

schools need to make. We have been fortunate to receive a grant from the Thomas Howell Foundation, 

which has been given to school on the agreement that it will be spent on early reading. This has meant 

that we have been able to invest in the books and resources, without a cost to school. The Little Wandle 

package will allow our staff to teach with updated, phonically-aligned books, which befits the dedicated 

and talented staff team we have at Ysgol Bro Carmel.  

We will host a parent information evening in September, for parents wishing to find out more about 

reading development and how phonics is taught. In the meantime, there is a dedicated parent section 

on the Little Wandle website (https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/) and we will also 

update our website with parent information once we are fully set up. 

Diary Dates: 

Please see below for a brief overview of key dates for the next two weeks. 

Every Monday —drum teacher in school 

Every Tuesday—P Cornets lessons with Y3 / Dosbarth Llyn Celyn 

Every Tuesday —piano teacher in school 

Every Wednesday—guitar teacher in school 

Every Wednesday—Well-Fed mobile shop—8.45—9.30 

Monday 16th and Tuesday 17th June—Y6 Cycling course 

Monday 16th and Tuesday 17th June—Y5 and Y4 Stop Motion animation workshop with Bigfoot Arts 
Education  

Wednesday 18th June—KS2 trip to Drayton Manor 

Monday 23rd June—Y1&2 at the Jambori 

Monday 23rd June—Star Warts dress rehearsal 

Tuesday 24th June and Wednesday 25th June—Star Warts Performances @ 18:00 

Wednesday 25th June—Year 4 Finalists of Climate Challenge Cymru visiting Cardiff! 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Mr M. Martell 
Headteacher / Pennaeth 





NEWSFLASH! Our Senso-

ry Room redevelopment 

project has been chosen 

as one of the Tesco 

Stronger Starts candi-

dates - Tell your friends, 

family and community to 

Vote for Us! 

Our wellbeing goal for 

this half term is 'Be Ac-

tive!' There are many 

benefits of physical ex-

ercise. Being active eve-

ryday can make you feel 

happier, give you more 

energy, improve your 

concentration and helps 

you stay strong and 

healthy. Our Happiness 

Heroes will be working 

alongside Mrs Metcalfe, 

our MH&W lead, to 

raise awareness of the 

wellbeing goals. 



We have been working with Huw 

at  Keep Wales Tidy to remove 

our old planters, rebuild new 

ones and start our YBC allotment 

project! Well done everyone!  



Dosbarth Llyn Brenig are having a lovely time at the Blue Planet Aquarium! 



This week Dosbarth Llyn 

Alwen have been learning 

unitising to understand 

the value of money and 

also recognising different 

coins. Da iawn pawb! 

Our first set of 6 x 140 

new phonics books from 

the Thomas Howell Edu-

cational Fund grant! 

More books on the way! 



The children in Dosbarth Meithrin are very excit-

ed to be visiting Blue Planet on Thursday. Today 

the children drew a picture of the sea creature 

they are most excited to see. 

Preparations 

for the junior 

performance 

are underway 

as Dosbarth 

Llyn Y Fan Fach 

have been cre-

ating some 

scenery and 

props! 



Dosbarth Llyn Elsi spent the afternoon 

exploring Carmel woods, learning to 

identify different types of trees and 

drawing the layers of the woodland. 



Dosbarth Llyn Celyn have been practising their dances for the junior performance of Star Warts! 

Blwyddyn 5 a 6 had a wonderful time at the 

Brownlee Foundation Triathlon this morning, 

where they swam, cycled and ran. Thank you 

for a well organised event as always. 



Dosbarth Dinas used their digital skills to send ex-

cellent persuasive emails about a brand new holi-

day destination! 

Well done to our athletics team, and a special well done to 

our event winners from today's Flint, Holywell & Deeside 

Athletics Competition! 
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